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Avid Acutus Turntable

Some subjects are so personal, so

controversial, they're almost beyond

discussion. Religion, Sex, Politics,

Money, to name only four. Oh, and

Turntables. Who'd have thought the

mechanics of spinning a chunk of

black plastic at 33 1/3 rpm could

create such passion and debate?

But it does, it does! Here's

one branch of engineering

and design where there

seem to be more ways of

skinning a cat than

there are cats to skin;

each of them

different, each of

them valid.

The Avid Acutus is

no exception.

Designer Conrad Mas'

uncompromising

approach has

produced a turntable that's

essentially neutral, accurate, and

truthful. Whether or not one likes it is

almost beside the point ð the aim was

not to make pleasant sounds. However,

subjective views aside, no one could

fail to admire and respect the thought

and attention to detail that's gone into

every aspect of the design. Conrad

started from scratch to produce his

own, unique solution. His goal? The

Truth; nothing more, nothing less.

It's important to understand this.

The Acutus has not been tweaked to
sound pleasing, involving, or

entertaining ð though that isn't to say it

can't be any of these things. Primarily,

it was designed to reproduce what's
on your records; for better for worse,

for richer for poorer, for as long as ye

both shall live. Amen.

by Jimmy Hughes

This approach is more unusual

than you might think. Although all

equipment designers strive for

accuracy, most bend the rules a bit to

achieve a certain kind of sound - their

idea of what constitutes the truth.

Alas, in the world of hi-fi, accuracy is

elusive. It's easy to define; nothing

added, nothing taken away - that's

where the

phrase High

Fidelity came from. But how do

you measure what's gained and lost?

Where's the reference point? Speaking

personally, I'm uneasy with 'accuracy'

as a measure of absolute sound

quality; I prefer the term authenticity.

The question is - what do you want?

An accurate sound that's absolutely

truthful even if, sometimes, it isn't

very nice? Or something that sounds

authentic and believable, even if

not (in the strictest sense)

absolutely accurate?

The polished chrome Acutus came
with an SME 5 tonearm into which I

fitted a Transfiguration Spirit 2

cartridge. Phono stage was my regular

Audiolab 8000PPA. First impressions

were of a tight, sharp, lucid, and

precisely focussed sound without

an ounce of spare flesh anywhere.

Detail was staggering, and if

performance were judged solely on

how much could be heard the score

would have to be ten out of ten.

Sorry, make that 12 out of 10.

Yet something was

missing. Overall, the

musical presentation

seemed slightly stiff

and constrained.

Clarity and control

were beyond reproach,

but for my taste the music

lacked grace and charm.

The head was impressed, but

the heart remained unmoved.

Toes weren't tapping .

Stereo soundstaging was unerringly

precise; lateral placement of voices

and instruments couldn't be faulted

for solidity and stability. Yet images

were perhaps a shade less

holographic in terms of depth and

three-dimensional projection than

is possible. Everything was there, but

the music never quite blossomed or

burgeoned into life. Somehow, the

total seemed less than the sum of

the parts .

A couple of days passed with

feelings still mixed, so I switched

phono stages to the Michell Delphini.

Immediately, a different side of the

Acutus emerged; the exceptional

clarity and detail was still present,

but now the music sounded more

fluid and subtly-shaded.

35


