


EQUIPMENTREVIEW

Avid Acutus Turntable

Somesubjectsaresopersonal so
controversiathey'realmosibeyond
discussion Religion, Sex,Politics,
Moneyto nameonly four.Oh,and
Turntable:‘Who'dhavethoughtthe
mechanics  of spinning a chunk of
blackplasticat 331/3rpm could
createsuchpassiorand debate?
Butit does,it does'Here's
one branchof engineering
and designwherethere
seemto be morewaysof
skinninga catthan
thereare catsto skin;
eachof them
differenteachof
themvalid.
TheAvid Acutusis
no exception.
DesigneiConradMas'
uncompromising
approach has
produced a turntable that's
essentiallneutral accurateand
truthful. Whetheior not onelikesit is
almostbesidethepointd theaimwas
notto makepleasansoundsHowever,
subjectiveviewsaside no onecould
fail to admireandrespecthe thought
andattentiorto detailthat'sgoneinto
everyaspeclof the design.Conrad
startedfromscratctto producehis
own, uniquesolution.Hisgoal:The
Truth;nothing more,nothingless.
It'simportantto understancthis.
TheAcutushasnot beentweakecto
soundpleasinginvolving or
entertainingd thoughthatisn'tto sayit
can'tbe anyof thesethings.Primarily,
it wasdesignedto reproducewhat's
onyourrecordsfor betterforworse,
for richer for poorer for aslong asye
bothshalllive.Amen.

by JimmyHughes

Thisapproachis moreunusual
thanyou mightthink. Althoughall
equipmendesignerstrivefor
accuracymostbendtherulesa bitto
achievea certainkind of sound- their
ideaofwhatconstitutethetruth.
Alas,in theworld of hi-fi,accuracyis
elusivelt'seasyto define;nothing
added nothingtakeraway- that's

wherethe
phraseHigh
Fidelitycamefrom.Buthowdo
you measurewhat'sgainedand lost?
Where'thereferencepoint?Speaking
personallil'm uneasywith ‘accuracy'
asa measureof absolutesound
quality;| preferthetermauthenticity.
Thequestioris- whatdoyouwant?
An accuratesoundthat'sabsolutely
truthful evenif, sometimesit isn't
verynice*Orsomethincthatsounds
authenticandbelievableevenif
not (inthestrictessense)
absolutelaccurate?
ThepolishedchromeAcutuscame
with an SME5 tonearminto which |

fitted a Transfiguration Spirit 2
cartridgePhoncstagewasmy regular
Audiolab8000PP Firstimpressions
wereof atight,sharplucid,and
preciselyfocussecsoundwithout
an ounceof sparefleshanywhere.
Detailwasstaggerincand if
performancwerejudgedsolelyon
howmuchcouldbe heardthescore
wouldhaveto betenout of ten.
Sorrymakethat 12out of 10.
Yetsomethingwas
missing Overallthe
musicalpresentation
seemedslightly stiff
andconstrained.
Clarityandcontrol
werebeyondreproach,
butfor my tastethe music
lackedgraceandcharm.
Theheadwasimpressedbut
the heartremainedunmoved.

Toesweren'ttapping.

Sterecsoundstaginwasunerringly

preciselateralplacemeniof voices

andinstrument.couldn'tbe faulted
for solidity and stability. Yetimages
wereperhapsa shadeless
holographiin termsof depthand
three-dimensionprojectiorthan
ispossibleEverythinwasthere but
the musicneverquite blossomecor
burgeonednto life. Somehovthe
totalseemeclessthanthe sumof
theparts.

A coupleof dayspassewith
feelingsstillmixed,sol switched
phonostageto the MichellDelphini.
Immediateha differenisideof the
Acutusemergedthe exceptional
clarityand detailwasstill present,
but nowthe musicsoundedmore
fluid and subtly-shaded.
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